
City of Tarpon Springs, Florida 
324 EAST PINE STREET 

P.O. BOX 5004 
TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 34688-5004 

BUILDING DEVELOPMENT (727) 942-5617 
PROJECT ADMINISTRATION (727) 942-5638 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

March 25, 2024 

RE:  SEABREEZE DRIVE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM 
MANDATORY CONNECTION INFORMATION PACKET 

Dear Homeowner, 

The City of Tarpon Springs’ contractor has recently completed substantial construction of sanitary 
sewer lines along Seabreeze Drive and the City has received the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP’s) final permitting authorization to place the sanitary sewer system 
into operational mode.  As a result, this means that you and your neighbors can now fully make the 
connection from your home to the City’s new wastewater collection system.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you and the entire Seabreeze community for thoughtful 
input and your patience and understanding throughout the lengthy construction process. 

The remaining material along with this letter will help explain the next steps in getting your home 
connected to the new public sewer system. As required by State law and local ordinance, as a 
property owner this is a mandatory requirement and you have up to 365 days from the date of this 
official notice to connect to the new system. However, please keep in mind if your onsite sewage 
treatment and disposal system (septic tank and drain field) needs repair or modification to function 
in a sanitary manner or to comply with the State law or administrative regulations, you must connect 
to the city sewer system within 90 days from the date of this notice. 

Please review the remaining enclosed materials that make up an informational packet that should 
help further clarify the connection process, requirements and finance options. 

For general questions concerning the project and connection process, please call the City’s Project 
Administration Department at (727) 942-5638 or email: projadmin@ctsfl.us.  For other questions 
related to the City’s general permitting process please contact the City’s Building Development office at 
(727) 942-5617. Sign up can be completed in person at the City's Building Development Department in 
City Hall during regular business hours or visiting https://www.ctsfl.us/building-development-
department/.  

Sincerely, 

City of Tarpon Springs 
Project Administration Department 
Building Development Department 



OVERVIEW OF SANITARY SEWER MANDATORY CONNECTION 

1. Review these instructions and associated documents in their entirety.

2. Mandatory connection can be completed simply by visiting the City's Building
Development Department (located in City Hall; 324 E. Pine Street) during normal
business hours throughout the required time period (365 days or 90 days if
existing septic system needs repair) or email:  dsinfo@ctsfl.us  General City
permitting information can be found at https://www.ctsfl.us/building-
development-department/.

3. After visiting the City’s Building Development Department, coordinate with a
licensed plumbing contractor who can assist in connection of your home to the
City’s new sanitary sewer system.  They will also be able to apply for a required
City building permit and subsequent inspection on behalf of you, the property
owner.  It should be noted that an inclined homeowner also has the ability to
coordinate the required City permitting and connection to the new sewer system
themselves.

4. During coordination to connect to the City’s sanitary sewer system, the
homeowner/licensed plumber must also contact the Pinellas County Health
Department in order to subsequently properly abandon the home’s old existing
septic tank/system once fully connected to the City’s sanitary sewer system.  The
separate Health Department’s Septic Tank Abandonment Permit Packet is
included in this information packet for your convenience.

5. Remember this mandatory connection allows a full 365 days from the date of the
official notice to connect to the City sewer, unless the septic system is in a state
of failure, in which case the time limit is reduced to 90 days.

6. The following and remaining pages of this information packet provide pertinent
details concerning the schedule of fees and various financing options available.



INSTRUCTIONS 

MANDATORY CONNECTION TO THE SANITARY 
SEWER SYSTEM 

Please read the following instructions carefully before beginning the process required to connect to the new 
public sewer system. Remember, you have up to 365 days to connect to the new system unless your septic 
system needs repair or modification in which case you have up to 90 days to connect. 
You have the following two (2) selections available for payment: 

Payment in Full 
If you intend to make payment in full, simply go to the Building Development Department at City Hall and our 
staff will help you complete the necessary paperwork for connection. Please bring picture identification such as a 
driver’s license or passport along with the applicable fees listed in the Table below - Schedule of Sewer  Fees.  For 
illustrative purposes, a homeowner who intends on paying in full will pay $2,006 ($350 sewer tap-in + $1,616 
sewer impact fee + $40 deposit for a typical 3/4-inch meter = $2,006) It should be noted that the $100 closing and 
administrative fee is waived when making payment in full. Sewer Impact Fees, Tap-In Fees, and other costs 
are provided for the current City Fiscal Year. Costs and fees may change in the future as part of annual rate 
updates for the next Fiscal year, which typically begins on October 1.

The City accepts cash, checks, money orders and most major credit cards. 

SCHEDULE OF SEWER FEES 

Building Type 
Required Fees (§ 20-1, T.S. Code of Ordinances)2 

Sewer Tap-in Sewer Impact Deposit* Administrative** 

Residential $350 for each 
dwelling unit 

$1,616 for each 
dwelling unit 

$40 for each ¾” 
water meter $100 Recording Fee 

*Larger meters require higher deposits 
**No charge if full payment is made

1Sewer tap is based on one tap per home.
 2Required fees are subject to potential BOC approved ordinance changes and updated rate adjustments.  
Please note these above costs do not include the owner's direct responsibilities (e.g. labor and materials required to make 
the final connection to the lateral cleanout, and disconnecting/abandonment associated with the existing septic system.

Payment to be Financed through the City
For those who do not plan to make payment in full, the City is offering three (3) financing options to meet its customer's 
needs. Please refer to the next page for available Financing Options as an alternative to Payment in Full. 
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FINANCING OPTIONS 

The below listed financing options are available to residents as alternatives to full payment before connection to the 
City’s sanitary sewer system. 

Option #1: Available only if the property is your legal homestead. 
The impact fee but not the tap-in fee may be financed in equal monthly principal installments over a period of five 
years plus interest at the rate of 8% per year on the unpaid balance with no penalty for pre-payment. 

Option #2: 
The impact fee and tap-in fee may be financed without interest in equal monthly principal installments over a period 
of time not to exceed two years from the date of the required connection or of the date of the actual connection, 
whichever is first. 

Option #3: Available only if Financial Hardship is demonstrated. A separate Certificate of Financial 
Hardship must be completed and notarized.  Available only if the property is your legal homestead. 
The impact fee and tap-in fee may be financed without interest in equal monthly principal installments over period 
of time not to exceed five years from the date of required connection or the date of actual connection which ever is 
sooner, if the owner has demonstrated a financial hardship. The criteria for financial hardship shall be established 
by resolution of the city commission and shall take into account the owner's net worth, income and financial needs.  

Using the financing alternatives available you can expect monthly payments similar to those listed below. Please 
keep in mind these are only estimates. 

ESTIMATED PAYMENTS 
Up-Front Charges Estimated Monthly Payment 

Option #1 
$350 Sewer Tap-in Fee 

$40 Sewer Deposit 
$100 Closing & Administrative Fee 

$32.77 x 60 months 

Option #2 $40 Sewer Deposit 
$100 Closing & Administrative Fee $81.92 x 24 months 

Option #3 $40 Sewer Deposit 
$100 Closing & Administrative Fee $32.77 x 60 months 

Each obligation option above shall be evidenced by a Finance and Note Agreement and Mortgage to be executed 
by the property owner, be recorded upon the official records of Pinellas County, and which shall be due and payable 
upon transfer of title of the property served. Important to note; Property Owner is defined as all persons listed on 
the deed. For example, if the property is titled to a husband and wife, then both must sign the associated finance 
documents. 

Please refer to the required items listed on the Checklist for City Financing presented on the following page. 
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CHECKLIST FOR CITY FINANCING 
 
If you plan to use City financing, please be prepared to provide the following listed items. Bring these items to  the 
Building Development Department in City Hall. Staff cannot execute the agreement and mortgage without these 
items, as applicable. 
 
 Picture identification of all persons listed on the deed (e.g. driver’s license or passport) 
 Evidence the property is your legal homestead. For example, a copy of your property tax bill, 
homestead exemption certificate, property appraiser’s record, etc. (Required for financing Option #1). 
 A certified copy of the deed identifying you as the present owner the property. You can obtain a 
certified copy of your deed from the Pinellas County Clerk of the Circuit & County Court at either 
address listed below: 

 
North County Office Main Office 
29582 U.S. Highway 19 N. 315 Court Street 
Clearwater, FL 33761 Clearwater, FL 33756 
(727) 464-7000 (727) 464-3341 

 Completed Certificate of Financial Hardship (Separate form required for financing Option #3). 
Your banking institution or accountant can assist you with completing this form. 
 Payment of applicable up-front charges. We accept cash, checks, money orders and most major 
credit cards. 

 
If you have questions please contact the Building Development Department at the address or telephone 
number listed below. 
 

Tarpon Springs City Hall 
324 E. Pine Street 

Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
727-942-5617 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. PAD-8/2018 
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CERTIFICATE OF FINANCIAL HARDSHIP 
 

I,  , of  , City of Tarpon 

Springs, Florida, hereby declare that I meet the criteria developed for showing financial 

hardship, as established by Section 20-22(7) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Tarpon 

Springs and Resolution 2003-12 of the City of Tarpon Springs, and as evidence thereof, state 

as follows: 

1. My net worth (income less debts) is  . 
 

2. My monthly income is  . 
 

3. My monthly debts or payments average  per month. 
 

4. My income to debt ratio is  . 
 

Under penalty of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing, and the facts alleged 

are true, to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 
Signed on  , 20  . 

 
 
 
 
 

Print name: 
 

STATE OF    

COUNTY OF     

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this  day of 
 

  , 20  , by   , who ( ) is 

personally known to me or who ( ) has produced a  Driver's License or 

   as identification. 
 
 
 
 

Notary Public 
 

My Commission Expires:



Mission: 
To protect, promote & improve the health 
of all people in Florida through integrated 
state, county & community efforts. 

 

Ron DeSantis 

Governor 

 

Joseph A. Ladapo, MD, PhD 

State Surgeon General 
 

Vision: To be the Healthiest State in the Nation 

 

  

Florida Department of Health 

Pinellas County 
8751 Ulmerton Rd. Suite 2000• Largo, FL 33771 
PHONE: 727/538-7277 • FAX 727/538-7293 
www.pinellashealth.com  

FloridaHealth.gov 

 
 

 

Septic Tank Abandonment  
Permit Packet 

Please submit the following items: 
1) Complete the attached Application Page.  All applicable information must be completed.  The 

application will not be processed without a property street address and property ID (parcel number).  
NOTE:  Please list the property owner as the applicant on the application and the individual applying 
for the application as the agent.  
 

2) An Agent Authorization Form is required if the application is submitted by an individual that is not 
the property owner or a contractor licensed under section 489 of the Florida Statutes. 
 

3) A Site Plan.  The site plan must show the layout of the property including building structures, 
streets, and the location of the septic tank to be abandoned.   
 

4) A fee of $50.00.  Please make checks payable to Florida Department of Health in Pinellas or  
FL DOH-Pinellas. 

 
A licensed inspector must visually inspect that the septic tank has been properly abandoned. It is 
the responsibility of the agent, contractor, or property owner to schedule an inspection appointment, 
providing a minimum of 24 hours advanced notice.  Please call 727-538-7277 to schedule an 
appointment. As of July 1, 2021, virtual evidence may be submitted to ensure the tank is crushed, 
filled and no sanitary nuisance exists.   
 
During the inspection, the following abandonment procedures will be verified:  
 
5) After receiving the permit: 

A) The septic tank must be pumped out by a state licensed septage disposal service.  A copy of 
the receipt for the pumpout must be provided to the inspector at the time of inspection. 

B) The bottom of the tank shall be crushed or caved in, or multiple holes punched in bottom of tank 
to prevent the tank from holding water.  In addition, the ENTIRE lid of the septic tank must be 
removed and/or crushed PRIOR to inspection. 

C) An inspector from DOH will conduct an inspection during the pre-scheduled time slot to 
verify the septic tank abandonment.  Please do not cover the abandoned septic tank 
prior to inspection. 

D) After the inspection, the septic tank shall be filled with clean sand or other clean fill material. 
 

NOTE:  Failure to call for the required inspection may result in a citation and/or fine. 
 
Please note:  If the septic tank will not be ready for inspection at the pre-scheduled appointment time, it is 
the responsibility of the agent or property owner to call and cancel the appointment.  Cancellations must be 
made a minimum of one hour prior to the appointment time slot.  A re-inspection fee of $50 will be charged 
for failing to cancel the appointment or to provide a one-hour notice. To schedule, re-schedule, or cancel an 
inspection, please call (727) 538-7277. 
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