
Restaurant Recruitment
Grant Program

FACT SHEET

Introduction and Purpose
The City of Tarpon Springs, through its Community

Redevelopment Area, is committed to attracting a di-
verse mix of businesses to strengthen the local econ-
omy and increase nighttime foot traffic throughout the
CRA. Through a survey of CRA property owners and
merchants and discussions with local leaders and busi-
ness organizations, it has been established that restau-
rant recruitment is a priority.  Many of the City’s older
buildings are difficult and costly to retrofit to restau-
rant use. To promote recruitment and encourage clus-
tering of restaurants, the CRA is offering an incentive
to assist in the conversion of building space to restau-
rant use, to improve the interior appearance and utility
of street level storefronts, and to encourage the estab-
lishment of restaurants which include hours of opera-
tion after 5:00 p.m.

Program Objectives
The primary objective of the Restaurant Recruitment

Grant is to encourage diversified businesses in the
CRA, attract restaurants, and expand hours of opera-
tion beyond 5:00 p.m. The goal is to stimulate rein-
vestment in the CRA, to add diversity to the restaurant
business district, and stimulate nighttime foot traffic. 

Program Guidelines
1. Funds shall be allocated on a first come first served
basis. Tenants may qualify upon written consent from
the owner of the building.

2. The program is reimbursable. Grant funds can be
used for up to 50% of project costs not to exceed
$7,500. 

3. All grant applications must receive approval by the
Technical Review Committee (TRC) before any con-
struction can commence. No grants will be awarded on
an application if work has been started or completed.

4. All applicants will be required to present proper per-
mitting through the Development Services Department
before any application will receive an “approved” grant
award. This includes any changes required to obtain a
building permit. Variances and/or zoning change re-
quests must be handled prior to award approval.

5. All applicants that are awarded a grant understand
that when submitting for reimbursement that “cash re-
ceipts” will not be accepted due to auditing require-
ments. Payment for materials and services must be
made by check, money order or by credit card. Verifica-
tion of payment must be submitted with reimburse-
ment request.

6. Only properties located within the Community Re-
development Area (CRA) are eligible.



Eligible Improvements
Remodeling, renovation, rehabilitation, installation

and additions to the interior of the commercial build-
ing are eligible for grant funds. The funds are for mod-
ification and improvement of the building and not for
normal maintenance or repair. Some specific examples
of improvements for which funds may be used include:

• Air Conditioning/Heating

• Plumbing and Electrical

• Interior Design

• Permanent Fixtures, including kitchen equipment

• Interior Doors

• Windows

• Flooring and floor drains

• ADA Compliance

• Professional services associated with renovations,   
including architectural and engineering.

Eligibility Requirements
Applicants must comply with the following criteria

and submit a complete application with all required
submittals prior to review. 

1. The applicant must be the owner of the building.
Tenant may qualify upon written consent by the owner
of the building.

2. Business must be a permitted or conditional use as
outlined in the City of Tarpon Springs Land Develop-
ment Code and meet the intent of the zoning code.

3. Property taxes, both City and County, must be cur-
rent.

Allowable Use
The use must be compatible with creating a diverse

mix of restaurant offerings that will complement exist-
ing uses and reflects potential of the area. Emphasis will
be placed on full-service restaurants that serve at least
both lunch and dinner and provide wait staff and table
service. 

For more information, contact 

KAREN LEMMONS, 

Economic Development Manager, 

City of Tarpon Springs, 727-943-4932, 

or klemmons@ctsfl.us.
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